
Lenten Choral Evensong    
February 26, 2023 

Prelude   “Andante sostenuto” from Organ Symphony #9, op. 70 ("Gothique") 
 Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937) 

Hymn 31   “Most holy God, the Lord of heaven” Dunedin 
Opening Sentences  
Confession of Sin 

Officiant  Dear friends in Christ, here in the presence of Almighty God, let us kneel in 
silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, so that we 
may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. 

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 
 Almighty and most merciful Father,  

we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep,  
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,  
we have offended against thy holy laws,  
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done,  
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done.  
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,  
spare thou those who confess their faults,  
restore thou those who are penitent,  
according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord;  
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,  
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 



Officiant The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission  
of all your sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and 
consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen. 
All stand. 

Preces Daniel Hathaway 
Sung by the choir. 

Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Hymn 25   “O gracious Light” The Eighth Tune 
Sung by all, in canon. 

The People sit. 

Psalm 32 Richard Farrant 

  



First Lesson: Romans 5:12-19 
As sin came into the world through one 
man, and death came through sin, and so 
death spread to all because all have 
sinned—sin was indeed in the world be-
fore the law, but sin is not reckoned when 
there is no law. Yet death exercised do-
minion from Adam to Moses, even over 
those whose sins were not like the trans-
gression of Adam, who is a type of the 
one who was to come. 

But the free gift is not like the trespass. 
For if the many died through the one 
man's trespass, much more surely have 
the grace of God and the free gift in the 
grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, 
abounded for the many. And the free gift 
is not like the effect of the one man's sin. 

For the judgment following one trespass 
brought condemnation, but the free gift 
following many trespasses brings justifi-
cation. If, because of the one man's tres-
pass, death exercised dominion through 
that one, much more surely will those 
who receive the abundance of grace and 
the free gift of righteousness exercise do-
minion in life through the one man, Jesus 
Christ. 

Therefore just as one man's trespass 
led to condemnation for all, so one man's 
act of righteousness leads to justification 
and life for all. For just as by the one 
man's disobedience the many were made 
sinners, so by the one man's obedience 
the many will be made righteous. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Canticle    Magnificat in G Major   Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations. 
He hath showed strength with his arm;  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty away. 



He, remembering his mercy, hath holpen his servant Israel, as he promised to our forefathers,  
Abraham and his seed for ever. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Second Lesson: Matthew 4:1-11 
Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He 
fasted forty days and forty nights, and af-
terwards he was famished. The tempter 
came and said to him, “If you are the Son 
of God, command these stones to become 
loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is 
written, ‘One does not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.’” 

Then the devil took him to the holy 
city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son 
of God, throw yourself down; for it is 
written, ‘He will command his angels 
concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands 

they will bear you up, so that you will not 
dash your foot against a stone.’”  

Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, 
‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’” 

Again, the devil took him to a very 
high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splen-
dor; and he said to him, “All these I will 
give you, if you will fall down and wor-
ship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away with 
you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the 
Lord your God, and serve only him.’” 

Then the devil left him, and suddenly 
angels came and waited on him. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Canticle    Nunc dimittis in G Major  Charles Villiers Stanford 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word; 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

  



Apostles’ Creed 
Officiant and People together, all standing, on a single tone 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
   who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, dead, and buried. 
   He descended into hell. 
   The third day he rose again from the dead. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
   and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
   From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The People sit. 
Anthem   Northern Lights   Ola Gjeilo (b.1978) 
 text from “Song of Solomon,” the work is also inspired 
 by the ethereal aurora borealis phenomenon, or northern lights. 

Thou art beautiful, O my love, 
Sweet and beautiful daughter of Jerusalem, 
Thou art beautiful, O my love, 
Sweet and comely as Jerusalem, 
Terrible as an army set in array. 
Turn away thy eyes from me, for they have made me flee away. 

Prayers 
The People sit or kneel. 

Responses, sung by the choir Daniel Hathaway 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
Choir And with thy spirit. 
Officiant Let us pray. 



Officiant and Choir  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Suffrages  Daniel Hathaway 
V.   O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;  
R.   And grant us thy salvation.  
V.   Endue thy ministers with righteousness.  
R.   And make thy chosen people joyful.  
V.   Give peace, O Lord, in all the world,  
R.   For only in thee can we live in safety.  
V.   Lord, keep this nation under thy care;  
R.   And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
V.  Let thy way be known upon earth;  
R.   Thy saving health among all nations.  
V.   Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
R.   Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
V.   Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
R.  And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit.  

Collect of the Day  

Officiant Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by 
Satan: Come quickly to help us who are assaulted by many temptations; 
and, as you know the weaknesses of each of us, let each one find you 
mighty to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Collect for the Evening 

Officiant O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen, and the 
evening comes, and the busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, 
and our work is done. Then, in thy mercy, grant us a safe lodging, and a 
holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen. 

  



Collect for Mission 

Officiant O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the  
whole earth also worship thee, all nations obey thee, all tongues  
confess and bless thee, and men and women everywhere love thee  
and serve thee in peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The People sit. 
Anthem   Grace Before Sleep  Susan LaBarr (b. 1981)
   text taken from a poem by Sara Teasdale (1884-1933) 

How can our minds and bodies be 
Grateful enough that we have spent 
Here in this generous room, 
This evening of content. 
Each one of us has walked through storm 

And fled the wolves along the road; 
But here the hearth is wide and warm, 
And for this shelter and this light 
Accept, O Lord, our thanks tonight. 

General Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 



to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Hymn 24   “The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended” St. Clement 
Postlude   “Allegro moderato e serioso” from Sonata #1, op 65  
 Felix Mendessohn (1809-1847) 

 

 

 

We welcome and thank our guest organist, Thomas Handel. 

 

Please join us for a reception following the service.  
Special thanks to Wendy Haering and Margaret Zusky  

for coordinating the reception. 

 
 


