Christian Formation Task Force Report

March 3, 2006
A newly assembled Christian Formation task force met on Thursday, March 2 to begin the work of (1) assessing our existing formation programs; and (2) determining what might be changed or added to provide lifelong formation opportunities for every member of our congregation.

We assumed from the start that our current programs for children, youth and adults are already of a high quality.  In general we want to accomplish four goals:

1. consider adding programs that fall in the middle of the spectrum between one-time or occasional offerings on the one side and advanced programs such as EFM on the other

2. increase coordination among children’s, youth and adult program offerings

3. improve communication about all these programs so that the entire congregation can participate more fully

4. create safe places for life transitions for all ages

Church School/Children’s Ministries

Programs already offered:  

1. audio broadcast of service in infant/toddler room

2. updated church school curriculum for pre-K and elementary grades

3. parent’s book group:  meets monthly on a weekday morning

Programs we might develop:

· support groups for Christian parenting

· more education (forums/lectures/workshops) on issues of Christian parenting

· Better education for Church School teachers

Youth Ministries

Programs already offered:

1. Youth Inquirers’ Class transition from Church School to youth groups

2. Middle School and High School Youth Groups

Programs we might develop:

· structured post-eighth-grade Church School curriculum

· programs or ministries to college students

· more education (forums/lectures/workshops) on issues of Christian parenting of adolescents

· support groups for parents

Adult Programs

Programs already offered:

1. Men’s Bible Study/Bible Circle

2. EFM

3. Book discussion groups

4. Adult Inquirers’ Classes

5. Lenten Series (Sunday morning and Wednesday evening)

6. Occasional lectures/workshops/forums

7. Weekly e-mail meditations

Programs we might develop:

· support groups

· Bible Study groups

· prayer groups

· theological reflection/education groups

· fellowship groups (clubs)

· outreach ministry groups

· Fall forum series similar to Lenten series

Infrastructure Considerations:

1. Finding the best time for these programs:  Sunday/weekday

2. Exploring participation through internet:  “blogs”

3. Determining whether to offer different programs for different groups at the same time; or to offer a series of programs which everyone would attend (e.g. three weeks on the Bible, followed by three weeks on theology, and so on)

4. Developing an adult formation faculty and youth faculty, similar to the current structure of the Church School faculty; and making sure that these faculties are coordinated

5. Creating a new committee responsible for overseeing our scope of offering and coordinating the individual faculties

6. Working with outreach, fellowship and worship ministries to maximize opportunities for integration of the congregation into our formation programs

Next Steps

1. Plan opportunities this spring for members of the congregation to express what they would like to add to our current programs, how they would like these programs to be led, and when they would like to have them meet

2. Examine the worship and education calendar to determine what programs might be offered as early as next fall

3. Initiate research project to evaluate adult formation curricula (e.g., DOCC, Alpha, Via Media) equivalent to the process used to choose curricula for the church school

